ORDINANCE NO. 10-2185

An ordinance of the City of Hoover to modify Chapter 12, Article III Flood Damage Prevention
and to repeal all ordinances and parts of the ordinances of the City of Hoover in conflict therewith,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Hoover, in regular
meeting duly assembled, a quorum being present, as follows:

Section 1. Modification of Chapter 12, Article III Flood Damage Prevention

A. Chapter 12, Article III, Division 1, Section 12-36 of the Municipal Code of the City of
Hoover, Alabama is hereby amended by deleting Section 12-36 in its entirety and replacing it with the
following:

Sec. 12-36. Definitions.

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this article shall be
interpreted so as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this article
its most reasonable application.

Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the
perimeter of a building in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall
other than a fire wall. Any walled and roofed addition which is connected by a fire wall or is
separated by independent perimeter load-bearing walls is new construction.

Appeal means a request for a review of the article administrator's interpretation of any
provision of this article or a request for a variance.

Area of shallow flooding means a designated AO or AH zone on a community's Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood depths from one (1) to three (3) feet where a
clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and
indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be evident.

Area of special flood hazard is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to
a one (1) percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. In the absence of official
designation by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Areas of Special Flood Hazard
shall be those designated by the local community and referenced in section 12-41.

Base flood means the flood having a one (1) percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year.

Basement means that portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground
level) on all sides.

Breakaway wall means a wall that is not part of the structural support of the building
and is intended through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading



forces without causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or the supporting
foundation system.

Building means any structure built for support, shelter, or enclosure for any occupancy
or storage.

Building official means any employee authorized by the city Department of Building
Inspection to conduct building inspections.

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate,
including, but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading,
paving, excavation, drilling operations, and permanent storage of equipment or materials.

Elevated building means a non-basement building which has its lowest elevated floor
raised above ground level by foundation walls, pilings, posts, columns, piers, or shear walls.

Existing construction means any structure for which the start of construction
commenced before December 15, 1980. [i.e., the effective date of the first floodplain
management code or ordinance adopted by the community as a basis for that community's
participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)].

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum the installation of utilities, the
construction of streets, and final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed
before December 15, 1980.

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation
of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the
manufactured homes are to be affixed, including the installation of utilities, the construction of
streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads.

Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete
inundation of normally dry land areas from:

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters; or

(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any
source.

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FBHM) means an official map of a community, issued
by the Federal Insurance Administration, where the boundaries of the areas of special flood
hazard have been defined as Zone A.



Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which
the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated the areas of special flood hazard
and/or risk premium zones applicable to the community.

Flood insurance study(FIS) is the official report by the federal insurance administration
evaluating flood hazards and containing flood profiles and water surface elevations of the base
flood.

Floodplain means any land area susceptible to flooding.

Floodway (regulatory floodway) means the channel of a river or other watercourse and
the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height.

Floor means the top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement), i.e.,
top of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction.
The term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles.

Functionally dependent facility means a facility which cannot be used for its intended
purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port
facility necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, shipbuilding, ship
repair, or seafood processing facilities. The term does not include long-term storage,
manufacture, sales, or service facilities.

Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior
to construction, next to the proposed walls of a structure.

Historic structure means any structure that is:

(1) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing
maintained by the U.S. Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the
secretary of the interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the
National Register;

(2) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as
contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district
preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

(3) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places and determined as
eligible by states with historic preservation programs which have been approved by the
Secretary of the Interior; or

(4) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places and determined as
eligible by communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified
either:



a. By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the
Interior; or

b. Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved
programs.

Levee means a man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment, designed and
constructed in accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the
flow of water so as to provide protection from temporary flooding.

Levee system means a flood protection system which consists of a levee, or levees, and
associated structures, such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and operated
in accordance with sound engineering practices.

Lowest floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement).
An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, used solely for parking of vehicles, building access,
or storage, in an area other than a basement, is not considered a building's lowest floor,
provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of other
provisions of this Code.

Manufactured home means a building, transportable in one (1) or more sections, built
on a permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when
connected to the required utilities. The term also includes park trailers, travel trailers, and
similar transportable structures placed on a site for one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days
or longer and intended to be improved property.

Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land
divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.

Mean sea level means the average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. It is used as
a reference for establishing various elevations within the floodplain. For purposes of this
article, the term is synonymous with National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD).

National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) as corrected in 1929 is a vertical control
used as a reference for establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.

North American Vertical Datum (NAVD)is a vertical control used as a surveying
reference based upon the General Adjustment of the North American Datum of 1988. The
NAVD 88 replaced the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. The NAVD 88 is currently
used in the effective Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Flood Insurance Study.

New construction means any structure (see definition) for which the start of
construction commenced after December 15, 1980 and includes any subsequent improvements
to the structure. (i.e., the effective date of the first floodplain management ordinance adopted
by the community as a basis for community participation in the (NFIP)) and includes any
subsequent improvements to such structures.






